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Dear Council of Canadians Members, 

 

I have been following with interest the community discussion in regard to the issue of a 

moratorium on new “Drive-Thru” developments.  I know that the local chapter of the 

Council of Canadians has played a key role in bringing this issue forward. I want to thank 

your members for all the effort and energy that has gone into your campaign for a 

moratorium on new Drive-Thrus. 

 

I have also been greatly dismayed by the vast amount “misinformation” that special interest 

groups have been circulating in response to the Council of Canadians advocacy for a new 

Drive-Thru moratorium. It is important that we do not allow fear-mongering to defeat 

responsible community planning through local decision making. 

 

I am writing today to express my support for a moratorium on new drive-thru development 

in London at this time. Municipalities regulate and license a wide range of services. 

Restaurants and nightclubs, retail businesses, and taxi cab services all require municipal 

licenses to operate. It is in fact, the job of municipal government to regulate local planning 

and development for the common good of the community. 

 

Only a few years ago, the limit on “Adult Entertainment” clubs was headline news in the 

local media. The City of London has clearly established a precedent on its right to “cap” (in 

other words, impose a moratorium) on the number of business operations of a certain type 

that can operate within the city. With no shortage of environmental, traffic, and 

infrastructure priorities needing to be addressed in London, and with a plethora of drive-

thrus already in operation—many adding to traffic woes as well as having a negative 

environmental impact—to impose a moratorium on new drive-thrus is a reasonable request.  

 

Until the City London is able to fully review; zoning by-laws, conduct an independent and 

unbiased assessment of the environmental impact on drive-thrus, and implement changes to 

development taxes to ensure that already overburdened London homeowners are not 

subsidizing these operations through increased property taxes, implementing a moratorium 

on new drive-thrus is the responsible position to take.  
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For the record, it is important to be clear that neither I nor the Council of Canadians is 

advocating for a closure of existing drive-thru operations. Citizens of London will still be 

able to utilize the convenience of the drive-thrus they are already using today. With more 

than a 150 drive-thrus already operating in London, citizens already have ample choice and 

convenience. 

 

Imposing a moratorium gives our City Council, city planners and staff, as well as the 

citizens of London, an opportunity to take a step back from the frantic “development for 

development sake”. It is an opportunity to take a serious and thoughtful look at making 

London a truly liveable, sustainable, and vibrant city. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Irene Mathyssen 

Member of Parliament, London-Fanshawe 

NDP Critic for the Status of Women 

IM/sl   
 


